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Logging in His Blood: 
Nathaniel Vir
 Nathaniel (Nate) Vir grew up in St. Georges, Quebec, where he enjoyed 
playing hockey and spending time with his family. His father and both 
grandfathers were loggers. Nate always enjoyed being in the woods with 
them and around their equipment. 
 At the age of 15, Nate moved to the United States to learn English and 
play hockey. He attended high school in California and New Hampshire 
before going to the University of Maine, where in 2010 he graduated with a 
B.S. in Forest Operations Science and a minor in Business Administration.  
Nate is a licensed forester and a member of the Society of American 
Foresters.
 For five years Nate worked as a forester and unit manager for Seven 
Islands Land Company. He joined Sappi forestry in September 2015, 
managing the Cousineau property in Sandy River Township and many 
other lots in Franklin and Kennebec Counties as small as 20 acres. He finds 
it rewarding to help smaller landowners understand the benefits of active 
forest management. 
 Nate says of his new employer, “It is a great place to work. I am constantly 
learning; everyone on the Sappi forestry team is professional and valuable, 
and brings something different to the table.” Nate brings an understanding 
of logging and his experience working for a large land manager.  
 According to Nate, the key to ensuring that the landowner’s objectives 
are met while keeping the loggers efficient and effective is a well thought 
out plan with defined and clear expectations. 
 Outside of work Nate enjoys golf, time with family and friends, hiking 
and camping. And whenever he can, he still plays ice hockey.
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Meet the Sappi Maine Forestry Team

From Left to Right: Nathaniel Vir, John Starrett, Charlie Hall, Peter Foss, Paul Larrivee, Bryan Savoy, Lucas Lamond, Forest Briggs. (Julie Davenport - not pictured)

Sappi’s Forestry Program in Maine is led by Charlie Hall with a 
staff of six foresters and two forestry interns. 

Nathaniel Vir - Joined Sappi in September 2015 after working 
five years as a forester for Seven Islands Land Company. Nate, a 
licensed forester, grew up in Quebec as the son and grandson of 
logging contractors. 

John Starrett - A licensed forester with 40 years of experience. 
He has worked directly with private landowners over the past 25 
years to achieve their forest management goals. John serves as the 
Androscoggin Chair of the Maine Tree Farm Committee. 

Charlie Hall - Has managed Sappi’s Forestry Program since 2008. 
Charlie started his career with Sappi in 1997 at the Somerset Mill 
where he worked as a process engineer and operations manager. 

Peter Foss - A licensed forester for 30 years. Peter has worked in 
various forestry roles for Sappi throughout his career and spent 10 
years at the Somerset Mill as a woodyard supervisor. 

Paul Larrivee - A licensed forester who works with southern Maine 
landowners, specializing in managing woodlots for wildlife. Paul 
chairs the Maine Tree Farm Committee. 

Bryan Savoy - A licensed forester with 17 years of experience in 
forest planning, marketing, harvesting, and computer mapping. 
Bryan procures standing timber and works with landowners to 
manage their woodlands.

Lucas Lamond - A forestry intern who works alongside Paul on 
small private woodlots throughout southern Maine. Prior to 
joining Sappi Lucas worked in the Maine woods for his father, a 
licensed forester and logger. 

Forest Briggs - A licensed forester who works with private 
landowners throughout southern Penobscot County. Forest also 
holds a Maine wood scalers license, a real estate license, and is a 
certified logging professional.   

Julie Davenport - Is the newest member of the Sappi forestry 
team. Julie is a forestry intern who works with Bryan Savoy. Prior 
to joining Sappi, Julie worked with her father who is a forest 
consultant in central Maine.



 Randy Cousineau took over his family’s 
sawmill in 1973. At the time the mill in Strong, 
Maine was primarily making hockey sticks from 
ash. But when other manufacturers flooded 
the market with lower cost sticks made from 
plywood and plexiglass, Randy made the first of 
many changes to not only survive, but grow into 
one of western Maine’s largest businesses.
 Cousineau began milling kiln-dried 
hardwood for flooring, cabinetry and furniture. 
He bought more sawmills in Maine and New 
Hampshire, before consolidating his wood 
manufacturing business in North Anson 
Maine. 
 In 1984 Cousineau moved into forest 
operations, buying his first piece of land, 
six skidders, and becoming his own logging 
contractor. In 1992 he bought 9,300 acres of 
Georgia Pacific’s land in Sandy River Plantation, 
later adding another 700 acres to the parcel.
 When the housing market collapsed during 
the recession of 2008 the company moved to 
making value added wood products, primarily 

from veneer. Today they are one of the only 
producers in North America of laminated 
gunstock material, and their beautiful veneer 
gunstocks and knife handles are in great 
demand. 
 The Cousineau Company has been 
continuously growing and diversifying. They 
construct modular homes.  They grind wood 
and broker pulp chips. They build woods roads. 
They provide biomass fuel to schools and 
industry. They recently bought and converted 
the former Bass Shoe factory in Wilton into 
commercial and residential units. They own 
and lease properties that house a dialysis 
center, a dentist office, and have plans to build 
an assisted living center. But they no longer 
manage and harvest their own forest land. 
 In 2009 Cousineau entered into an 
agreement with the Sappi forestry program, 
which he says has been an excellent experience. 
“They know wood lots. They can put people on 
the lot quickly. It is more financially feasible to 
hire Sappi than to do it ourselves. They always 
take wood at 100%. Sappi offers long-term 
stability.” Randy has been able to certify his 
woodland under Sappi’s FSC® group certificate, 
an important consideration given his desire 
to sustainably and responsibly manage his 
landholdings.  

 The emerald ash borer (EAB) is one of the 
most serious invasive species threatening our 
ash resources and forests.  
 All species of ash that grow in Maine are 
susceptible to injury and death by the emerald 
ash borer. The adult beetles nibble on ash foliage 
but cause little damage. The larvae feed on the 
inner bark of ash trees, disrupting the tree’s 
ability to transport water and nutrients. 
 EAB was first found in Michigan in 2002, 
probably arriving in the United States on solid 
wood packing material from Asia. There are 
currently EAB infestations in 25 states and two 
Canadian provinces. 
 EAB is not known to be in Maine, but 
infestations have been reported in Massachusetts 

and New Hampshire. EAB infestations are 
difficult to treat so the Maine Forest Service is 
focused on slowing or preventing its migration 
into Maine. EAB is known to spread with firewood 
movement, so the Forest Service has restricted the 
transportation of firewood into Maine.

Featured Landowner: 
Randy Cousineau

Emerald Ash Borer: Maine on Alert

 Hardwood Products Company, located in 
Guilford, Maine, is the only domestic manufac-
turer of disposable wooden ware products, in-
cluding ice cream sticks, skewers, utensils, and 
swizzle sticks. Last year the company sold 500 
million corn dog sticks alone.
 All of their wooden sticks are made from 
northern white birch, chosen for its light color, 
smooth surface, tight grain and tensile strength.
 The high quality of the sticks and the com-
pany’s ability to adapt and provide superb cus-
tomer service has allowed them to outperform 
their global competition.  
 Since 2008 the company has invested $7.8 
million in their Guilford mill, allowing more 
than 50% increase in production. Hardwood 
Products is finding it difficult to procure enough 

birch logs to supply their increased production. 
 They have been sold out of product for sev-
en years running and are already fully booked 
for 2016, but to continue their growth they must 
find new sources of birch (with the help of the 
Sappi wood procurement team) or supplement 
their wood supply with another hardwood species 
that does not result in a lower quality product. 

Featured Maine Mill:
Hardwood Products Company

Randy Cousineau was 

named Sappi’s Large 

Landowner of the Year 

in 2014. The Cousineau 

Company is now a $30 

million/year enterprise 

with 150 employees.

for more
info:

Contact information 

for any member of the 

Sappi Forestry Team  

is available at: 

www.sappimeforestry.com 

The Cousineau 

Company website is: 

www.cousineaus.com 

The Guide, a 2013 

independent feature 

movie was largely 

filmed on Randy 

Cousineau’s property in 

Sandy River Plantation.

Information on 

Hardwood Products, 

LLC is available at: www 

hardwoodproductsco.com

The Maine Forest 

Service has information 

on the Emerald Ash 

Borer on their website, 

www.maine.gov/dacf/mfs 

Also see:  

www.emeraldashborer.info
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field guide: maple

Sugar Maple

Sugar Maple

Red Maple

Red Maple

How can you tell Red maple from Sugar maple? 
Maple trees in Maine have been grown and harvested 
for hundreds of years for their abundant benefits 
such as; sugaring for maple syrup, lumber, and wood 
product manufacturing.

The bark on Red maples is a burgundy 
color with gray overtones. A Sugar 
maple has honey colored bark with 
brown overtones. The buds are quite 
different. The Red maple has short & 
knobby buds, while the Sugar maple 
has sleek & pointy buds.

Mid-Summer is the best time to 
identify a maple by its leaves. Red 
maples have serrated edges with 
V shapes in between the major 
points. Sugar maples have smooth 
edges with U shapes in between 
the major points.

Sappi is very involved 

in the Maine Tree 

Farm Committee. 

Paul Larrivee is the 

State Chair. John 

Starrett, and Julie 

Davenport serve as 

County Chairs. Kevin 

McCarthy, Sappi’s 

Senior Manager for 

Certification, serves 

on the Tree Farm 

Certification Advisory 

Board, and is active 

with the organization 

on a national level.

The Tree Farm Program 

helps privately owned 

forestland owners 

grow and harvest 

forest products, 

enhance forest health 

and wildlife habitat, 

and meet their own 

personal goals.

local
community

action

Photo: David Cappaert, Michigan State University, Bugwood.org
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