Sappi Maine Forester:
Forest Briggs
Experienced with Maine Woodlots
In 2015 Forest Briggs accepted a position with Sappi having spent the
previous five years as the Timberland Manager for a large logging contractor
in Maine. Nearly two years later, he is happy with his decision.
“We have such a diverse mix of foresters at Sappi Forestry,” Forest
explains. “I love the job and the company. If I need a second opinion on an
area I am not as familiar with I can get it easily with these guys.” Forest also
appreciates working for a company like Sappi, and notes that the recently
announced rebuild of PM1 at the Somerset Mill only re-enforces his decision
to join the team.
Forest is a licensed Maine forester working primarily with private
landowners in southern Penobscot County. He grew up in Dexter and
Dover-Foxcroft, and is a 1997 graduate of the University of Maine with a B.S.
in Forest Management. Forest also holds a Maine wood scalers license, a real
estate license, and is a Certified Logging Professional.
Forest has also worked for International Paper and McPherson
Timberlands. He spent six years operating timber harvesting equipment.
This opportunity helps him relate to the contractors he works with now.
“I understand what type of approach the operator may need to take on a
particular job,” he says. “They seem to appreciate that.”
In his free time Forest enjoys camping with his wife and two children,
gardening, hunting and playing hockey.
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Robert Family Homestead
Bonnie and Al Robert moved to their 82 acre property in
Frankfort, Maine in 1978, converting old school buses into their
dwelling. They raised their four children on their homestead, initially
with no running water or flush plumbing. “I remember pulling
water in buckets from the well, and chopping ice from the bucket to
do the dishes,” Bonnie reminisces. Al, a carpenter, eventually built
the family a lovely home with all the modern comforts.
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Al, who passed away last year, had a passion for his family
and the Frankfort homestead. “He always intended to harvest the
land with horses,” says Bonnie, “but he was so busy with other
projects that he never quite got around to it.” After his death,
Bonnie, with the help of her daughter, Bree Baxter, took over the
management of the woodlot.
Bonnie and Bree first contacted the Maine Forest Service.
Mort Moesswilde, District Forester, provided them with the
names of some foresters who could help, including Forest Briggs

with Sappi Forestry. “We felt really comfortable with Forest, and
liked his approach,” says Bree. “You hear stories of people taken
for a ride. Forest had all the right answers.”
At Forest’s suggestion, Bonnie and Bree first went to a site in
Dover to see a processor work. Forest thought it was key for them
to see what the property would look like after a cut. “We didn’t
want it to look like a war zone,” Bonnie says.
Bonnie says that she wanted the land to still look like a forest,
but that income was important too. The land was heavily wooded,
so they were able to send 12 loads of logs per week through the
three month harvest. Bob Bond of Michigan Veneer Ltd. (see
Featured Maine Mill/Woodyard, page 3) bought 6,000 feet of the
red oak logs on site, which alone was worth a substantial amount
of money to the landowner. The lot also yielded spruce-fir, ash,
oak logs, as well as birch boltwood, and pine logs.
Forest had the logging crew leave trees as a buffer around
the house and road. They put rock tailings down on the woods
road to reduce mud and keep the main road clean. The Frankfort
Town Planner commented that he wished everyone did the same.
Bonnie and Bree are very happy with the job that was done.
“It looks wonderful. We can see the lay of the land. There is more
light, but still plenty of trees. They left some nice ones, including
many sizable trees near the house. It is great for hiking,” they say.
“Forest and the loggers did a great job.”
The buses still remain on the property. They are a little rustier
than they once were, and they now are inhabited only by wildlife.
Bree’s son Isaac points
out a temporary plastic
structure, explaining that
it houses one of the buses
that his grandfather was
fixing into a camper. Isaac
may have to complete
that unfinished project
lake states
himself—it is outside the
job description
of the Sappi
Forestry team.
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Oak Diseases & Pests
Several times each year the Maine Forest Service
produces a seasonal newsletter providing timely
information about insects and diseases affecting
Maine’s forest and shade trees. Five issues concerning
oak trees were reported in 2015 and 2016. Read on to
learn what could be affecting oak trees in your woodlot.

Oak Dieback
Symptoms of oak dieback were observed in Standish and a few
surrounding towns in 2015, and in several locations in Kennebec
and York Counties in 2016. Symptoms include the drying and
death of leaves and branch tips.
According to the Forest Service the dieback was caused by
a fungus more generally referred to as ‘Bot Canker’. Typically,
disease outbreaks caused by the fungi in this group only last a few
years and result in minor damage, but oaks at the Limington site
were severely affected and the condition has led to large branch
and even whole tree mortality.

Oak Dieback
Photo: Joseph O’Brien, USDA
Forestry Service, Bugwood.org

Oak Twig Pruner
In the even numbered years since 1996 including 2016, the
Forest Service noted Oak Twig Pruner damage in many parts of
the state. The Oak Twig Pruner is a small beetle that flies about
the time the oak leaves are beginning to form. The beetle
deposits eggs near the tips of twigs. The young larvae mine
down the stems, increasing in size, until late summer.
The Pruner takes two years to mature. During their
second season they resume feeding on the tree’s
branches, eventually weakening the branches to
the point they break off and fall to the ground.
Damage is most noticeable in alternate years, but
is never severe enough to kill or severely damage
trees.

Michigan Veneer Ltd.

Browntail Moth
Browntail moth larvae were reported to be
skeletonizing the leaves of oak and apple trees
in the Midcoast region in 2016, with reports of spot
infestations of moths and/or damage along the coast
from Eliot to Rouque Bluffs and inland to Waterville
and Winslow. Over 63,000 acres of forest in Sagadahoc
County and surrounding towns were defoliated in August and
September. The larvae were so numerous in 2016 that in some
cases they defoliated the same trees twice in a single season.
Bare-Patched Leafroller

Forest Briggs and Bob Bond standing next to a pile of
veneer quality logs ready to be shipped to a veneer mill
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Bare-Patched Oak Leafroller
The larvae of the Oak Leafroller moth feed from leaves
webbed together or rolled at the edges into shelters. Defoliation
from this pest was reported in 2016 in the Augusta area and in
portions of Washington and Hancock Counties. A few thousand
acres were reported with moderate to severe defoliation, with
some mortality in the oaks in this area.
Oak Leafroller caterpillars feed on red and scarlet oaks as well
as on white oaks and chestnuts along ridgetops.

Oak Shothole Leafminer
Several cases of damage by the oak leaf Shothole Leafminer
fly were noted in 2015. Oak Shothole damage is caused by a small
female fly that pokes holes with her ovipositor in newly emerging
oak leaves. She then laps up the sap from the leaf wound. Because
the leaf is just starting to expand, the holes grow to 1/8 -1/2” in
size. This does not do any long term damage to the tree, but people
often question why the leaves have all the holes in them.

Oak Shothole Leafminer
Photo: Steven Katovich, USDA Forestry Service, Bugwood.org

tree ID: red or white oak
Northern Red Oak occurs statewide and is the most common species
of oak in Maine.
White Oak occurs in southern and central Maine. Both have strong
hard wood and are valuable for building materials, furniture, flooring,
and cabinetry.
Photos courtesy of Paul Wray, Iowa State University, Bugwood.org

Red oak leaves have
jagged edges with
well-defined sharp
angled lobes; the
bark is divided into
rounded edges with
reddish interior.

Michigan Veneer Ltd. buys veneer
quality logs throughout the United States.
According to Ben Kramer, who handles
sales and marketing for Michigan Veneer
Ltd., the company’s expertise is in the
selection of quality veneer logs. In Maine
that selection begins with the log buyer, Bob
Bond.
Bob is an experienced veneer log
buyer who can accurately assess the likely
internal characteristics of a log. He looks
for indicators of what can be found on the
inside, based on what he sees on the outside
of a log. Some are readily apparent, such as

Keeping It Cool

Slicing Veneer

White wood veneer logs are perishable,
and are ideally stored at temperatures below
40°F to prevent staining due to the growth
of mold and decay fungi. This limits the
season when logs can be cut and stored
without refrigeration.
Michigan Veneer Ltd. has the ability
to store 300,000 board feet of veneer logs
in refrigerated buildings. The New Sharon
log yard alone has a refrigerated building
capable of storing 13 tractor trailer loads,
or 65,000 feet of logs, when it is in use from
April to October.

Michigan Veneer Ltd. contracts with
mills in the Midwest to slice their logs. Each
log is carefully debarked, then sawn in half
or quartered. Each piece is then cooked for
12-72 hours to soften the fibers for uniform
slicing.
The pieces are then sliced, with the slices
bar-coded to ensure they stay together.
The slices are then dried, matched, and
assembled. An informative video is available
from the Canadian hardwood plywood and
veneer association (www.chpva.com).

Red Oak Bark

Red Oak Leaves

limbs and scars or discolored wood; others,
such as bark patterns, are subtle. Veneer
quality logs are expensive, so it is important
that Bob gets it right.
Bob is often alerted to the presence of
potential veneer quality logs by foresters
such as Sappi’s Forest Briggs. Logs large
enough and with the right form and other
characteristics are unique. When he finds
them, Forest informs the landowner of their
potential value, and contacts Bob Bond.
At the landing on the job site, Bob
inspects and grades the logs. He is
looking for the ideal veneer log--straight,

cylindrical, relatively free from defects,
with a diameter of 12+ inches. He
prefers uniform annual growth rings
to indicate consistent growth and wood
texture. Purchased logs are trucked to the
Michigan Veneer Ltd. log yard in New
Sharon, Maine, where Bob performs final
preparation, including trimming with a
chain saw, installing plastic log savers to
prevent any end cracks from spreading,
and in the warmer months applying wax
to retard decay on log ends and anywhere
the bark has come off. Each log is then
identified with a numbered MVL log tag,
which will follow the log through the
sales process.
Started in 1978 by Randy Fedewa,
Michigan Veneer Ltd. is headquartered
in St. Johns, Michigan. They employ 32
people, including six log buyers. Fifty
percent of their business is in log sales
and 50 percent in veneer sales. Sixty
percent of Michigan Veneer Ltd.’s sales
are exports to countries around the
world. Michigan Veneer Ltd. offers a
wide variety of premium hardwood logs
and veneer, specializing in Bird’s Eye and
Curly maple.
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The white oak leaf
has rounded edges;
the light gray bark
is separated into
thin, irregular
flakes.

forestry
maine

1-800-633-2091
www.sappimeforestry.com

wood winter/spring 2017 Newsletter

Sappi Maine Forester:
Forest Briggs
Experienced with Maine Woodlots
In 2015 Forest Briggs accepted a position with Sappi having spent the
previous five years as the Timberland Manager for a large logging contractor
in Maine. Nearly two years later, he is happy with his decision.
“We have such a diverse mix of foresters at Sappi Forestry,” Forest
explains. “I love the job and the company. If I need a second opinion on an
area I am not as familiar with I can get it easily with these guys.” Forest also
appreciates working for a company like Sappi, and notes that the recently
announced rebuild of PM1 at the Somerset Mill only re-enforces his decision
to join the team.
Forest is a licensed Maine forester working primarily with private
landowners in southern Penobscot County. He grew up in Dexter and
Dover-Foxcroft, and is a 1997 graduate of the University of Maine with a B.S.
in Forest Management. Forest also holds a Maine wood scalers license, a real
estate license, and is a Certified Logging Professional.
Forest has also worked for International Paper and McPherson
Timberlands. He spent six years operating timber harvesting equipment.
This opportunity helps him relate to the contractors he works with now.
“I understand what type of approach the operator may need to take on a
particular job,” he says. “They seem to appreciate that.”
In his free time Forest enjoys camping with his wife and two children,
gardening, hunting and playing hockey.

winter/spring 2017 Newsletter

Robert Family Homestead
Bonnie and Al Robert moved to their 82 acre property in
Frankfort, Maine in 1978, converting old school buses into their
dwelling. They raised their four children on their homestead, initially
with no running water or flush plumbing. “I remember pulling
water in buckets from the well, and chopping ice from the bucket to
do the dishes,” Bonnie reminisces. Al, a carpenter, eventually built
the family a lovely home with all the modern comforts.
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Al, who passed away last year, had a passion for his family
and the Frankfort homestead. “He always intended to harvest the
land with horses,” says Bonnie, “but he was so busy with other
projects that he never quite got around to it.” After his death,
Bonnie, with the help of her daughter, Bree Baxter, took over the
management of the woodlot.
Bonnie and Bree first contacted the Maine Forest Service.
Mort Moesswilde, District Forester, provided them with the
names of some foresters who could help, including Forest Briggs

with Sappi Forestry. “We felt really comfortable with Forest, and
liked his approach,” says Bree. “You hear stories of people taken
for a ride. Forest had all the right answers.”
At Forest’s suggestion, Bonnie and Bree first went to a site in
Dover to see a processor work. Forest thought it was key for them
to see what the property would look like after a cut. “We didn’t
want it to look like a war zone,” Bonnie says.
Bonnie says that she wanted the land to still look like a forest,
but that income was important too. The land was heavily wooded,
so they were able to send 12 loads of logs per week through the
three month harvest. Bob Bond of Michigan Veneer Ltd. (see
Featured Maine Mill/Woodyard, page 3) bought 6,000 feet of the
red oak logs on site, which alone was worth a substantial amount
of money to the landowner. The lot also yielded spruce-fir, ash,
oak logs, as well as birch boltwood, and pine logs.
Forest had the logging crew leave trees as a buffer around
the house and road. They put rock tailings down on the woods
road to reduce mud and keep the main road clean. The Frankfort
Town Planner commented that he wished everyone did the same.
Bonnie and Bree are very happy with the job that was done.
“It looks wonderful. We can see the lay of the land. There is more
light, but still plenty of trees. They left some nice ones, including
many sizable trees near the house. It is great for hiking,” they say.
“Forest and the loggers did a great job.”
The buses still remain on the property. They are a little rustier
than they once were, and they now are inhabited only by wildlife.
Bree’s son Isaac points
out a temporary plastic
structure, explaining that
it houses one of the buses
that his grandfather was
fixing into a camper. Isaac
may have to complete
that unfinished project
lake states
himself—it is outside the
job description
of the Sappi
Forestry team.
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